
  
September 

Facts about School Attendance 

1.      Absenteeism in the first month of school can predict poor 
attendance throughout the school year. Half the students who 
miss 2-4 days in September go on to miss nearly a month of school. 

2.      Over 7 million (1 in 7) U.S. students miss nearly a month of school each year. 

3.      Absenteeism and its ill effects start early. One in 10 kindergarten and first 
grade students are chronically absent.  

4.      Poor attendance can influence whether children read proficiently by the end 
of third grade or be held back. 

5.      By 6th grade, chronic absence becomes a leading indicator that a student will 
drop out of high school. 

6.      Research shows that missing 10 percent of the school, or about 18 days in 
most school districts, negatively affects a student’s academic performance. That’s 
just two days a month and that’s known as chronic absence. 

7.      The academic impact of missing that much school is the same whether the 
absences are excused or unexcused. Suspensions also add to lost time in the class-
room. 

8.      Students who live in communities with high levels of poverty are four times 
more likely to be chronically absent than others often for reasons beyond their 
control, such as unstable housing, unreliable transportation and a lack of access to 
health care. 

9.      When students improve their attendance rates, they improve their academic 
prospects and chances for graduating. 

Source: www.attendanceworks.com 
Refer to pages 51-55 in the Handbook for Parents & Students 2019-2020– 

Absences/Truancy 

If your child is not sick, please try to have him/her at school daily, on time.   

 

September 2019  

 

September 
2– Labor Day (No School) 

4-6– Grandparents’ Day Luncheon  

4– Kickoff for World’s Finest Chocolate 
Fundraiser  

11– Liberty Legacy Kickoff @RCHS (2nd 
grade) 

12-Progress Reports Issued 

19– Title I Workshop– Topic:  Bullying 
@ 8:30 a.m. in data room; to be followed 
by a PTO meeting (All are invited and 
encouraged to attend.  You do not have 
to be a member to attend.) 

 

School  
Information 

 
Oliver Elementary 
77 Longview Street 

Seale, AL. 36875 

Principal: Nancy Edwards 

Asst. Principal: Barry Kirby 

Phone: 334-468-5400 

 

Welcome to the Media Center 

Things are off to a great start in 
the library! Our library media lessons have 
focused on reviewing library procedures, 
expectations, and book care. First grade 
and up have begun checking out library 
books. Our kindergarten and pre-k stu-
dents will begin check out soon. I am ex-
cited about working with your children this 
year in the library!    

Keep on Reading! Kelley Knoll  

 

Oliver Elementary School News 

Home of the Blue Jays 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to join PTO 

$5 per member 

 
Principal’s Corner… 

What a GREAT start to an GREAT school year! A special thank you 
to all that were able to attend our Title I and Open House.  We 
had a grand turnout. We are so excited about this school year.  
We would like to welcome our new staff members:  Barry Kirby 
(full time assistant principal), Karen Soto (bookkeeper), Diamond 
McCreary (kindergarten), Lena Dawkins, Raven Garrett, Brittany 
Goulet and Amber Vaughan (first grade), Vanessa Staples (third 
grade, Kallie Blackshear and Heather Hough (fourth grade), Tara 
Gamble (speech), Shacovah Edmonds (Reading interventionist), 

and Sandy Kittrell (cafeteria staff).   

 

*Drop offs begin at 8:00 
*School begins @ 8:30 

*Tardy Bell @8:40 (Please come in with 
your child to sign them in.) 

*Check-out cut off time is 2:30 

(Please limit check-outs to emergencies 
and appointments.) 

*School Dismissal @ 3:15 

*Any changes in transportation must be 
in written form.  Bus address changes 
must be approved by the transportation 
department.  

http://www.attendanceworks.com/


 

 

 
2nd Grade  

Second Grade is off to a fantastic start! We’ve learned 

about the characters and setting within a story. We’ve 

also learned about main idea and details. In math, we’ve 

explored place value, odd and even numbers, and dif-

ferent ways to write numbers.  We introduced the stu-

dents to Fun Friday by incorporating arts and crafts 

and yummy food into our lessons. We are looking for-

ward to our kickoff for Liberty Legacy and all the oth-

er fun and educational events to come. We’re definitely 

doing things the Blue Jay way!  
 

3rd Grade 

Third grade is off to a great start! A few things we 
hope you will support us on at home are assisting with 
practicing cursive writing, drilling multiplication facts 
nightly, having your child read his/her AR book to 
someone at home for fluency, and incorporating their 
selection vocabulary words in a daily conversation.  

 

4th Grade 

Welcome to Fourth Grade!  We have been focusing on 
rules, procedures, and ownership during the first 

month of school.  Please check your child's folders for 
homework and notes.  We are on the move and we are 

looking forward to a great year!  

 

5th Grade 

Fifth grade just finished a great academic month of 
August.  Oliver's senior class has been very diligent 
and hard working.  In Reading, we are differentiating 
between facts and opinions.  While in Math, we are re-
viewing daily our basic facts to get ready for long divi-
sion.  In History, we are becoming sagacious cartogra-
phers by making maps.  Parents/guardians, please make 
sure your child is reading their AR books each night.  
Thank you for checking homework and papers each 
night.  

 

 
 

 

 

Campaigning begins Sept. 19th-26th. 
Elections will be held on Sept. 27th 

          (5th graders only) 

 

 

Kindergarten News 

Kindergarten is on the move! We are learning our 

letters of the alphabet and have completed identi-

fying and writing the numbers 0-5. Parents, it would 

be GREATLY appreciated, and beneficial, if you 

would continue identifying each letter of the alpha-

bet with your child. This is going to be an awesome 

school year and we are excited with the growth 

that we have made so far. Sincerely, the Kindergar-

ten team.  
 
 
 

1st Grade  

First grade is currently working on reading CVC 

words (ex: cat, dog, bat) with short vowels and rec-

ognizing sight words.  In Math, we are working on 

adding and subtracting using models.  In Science, we 

are learning about different scientists, tools, and 

experiments.  In Social Studies, we are studying 

communities.  Your support is greatly appreciated in 

practicing Reading skills.  

 

Grade Levels: 

Pre-K is off to a great 
start! Our students are 
doing an outstanding job 

on being INDEPENDENT! We are 
super proud of them. We have been 
working on following rules, learning 
routines and being amazing students. 
We have started practicing on let-
ters and numbers. We have talked 
about working together and cooper-
ating! We look forward to making 




